John Watts, Jr.

Born and raised in East Los Angeles California, John Watts was one of six children. After junior high, Watts and his family moved to another part of East L.A.. It was after this move that Watts met Dan Grant, owner of an upholstery shop in his new neighborhood. Grant gave John his first job at his shop. After enrolling in high school in 1974, his family moved again. Watts however was allowed to return to his old school to finish his education and graduate in 1976. After graduation, John returned to the upholstery business in 1976. 

During this time, John enjoyed watching Soul Train when he was not working. The dancers performed the Robot and he was so impressed with the dance that he and his two brothers, Patrick and Christopher formed a dance team aptly named The Robot Brothers. John, Christopher and Patrick practiced long hours, adding new steps and routines to their program. They then entered and won many local talent shows and dance contests.  They also auditioned for the then-popular talent show, “The Gong Show” and appeared on the show three different times, winning each time.  

In 1980, a chance meeting with April Woods gave The Robot Brothers their first big break.  They performed for the late Marvin Gaye at the famous Comedy Store. On one particular night, the audience included some employees of The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson. The Robot Brothers were invited to appear on the show with Bill Cosby as the host; their appearance on the show was the first that a black dance group had ever performed.  The group continued to perform until 1982 when the brothers disbanded the group.  

After The Robot Brothers, John worked at different jobs from 1983 until January 1985 when he relocated to Inglewood, CA, and worked hard to open his first business, John Boy’s Hair Salon.  The business burned in the summer of 1985, but with the money from the insurance settlement, John opened “Club Casanova” nightclub in Marina Del Rey on July 4, 1986. The club was a success earning John over $2 million in less than two years; however, diminishing profits after that led to his decision to sell the club in early 1990.  

In 1992, John Watts opened a home health care agency in Los Angeles, becoming the first black owner of such an establishment.  His agency provided home care services to the elderly in South Central, Compton, Watts, Inglewood, Hawthorne and Long Beach.  He was affiliated with United Care Home Health Care Service Inc. during this time, and both he and the company were very successful with company earnings and personal net income totaling over $4 million.

John would see several changes in his life over the next two years. In 1994, however, John wrote a feature film script, “Rollin 80s,” which was based on his adult life until that time. John decided to turn the film script into an autobiography.  The book itself would become a success, and John devoted himself to writing full-time in 2002.  He has since wrote 37 books, encompassing the fiction, non-fiction and self-help genres.  

