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When a person owes a debt and has fallen behind in payments, an unscrupulous debt collection agency may use illegal debt collection tactics. However, fair debt collections practices still apply.

Types of Illegal Debt Collection

Illegal debt collection take many forms. A debt collection agency that employs any or all of these or other tactics is breaking the law, and can find itself facing a debt collection class action lawsuit.

· Increasing the debt amount without authorization. A debt collection agency can collect only the current unpaid balance. No other charges can be added. 

· Threatening to take actions that would be considered illegal if they were carried out. A debt collection agency may practice illegal debt collection if they threaten to do things that would affect your income, real or personal property, or other aspects of your life. They usually cannot take such drastic measures without first meeting certain requirements and following specific steps in order to do so. 

· Making a threat which they have no intention of carrying out. A debt collection agency cannot use scare tactics to force you to pay a debt. They know what they can and cannot do, and they cannot state otherwise.

Again, in both these instances, a Massachusetts class action attorney can determine if these illegal debt collection tactics are being used, and tell you what your rights are concerning a Massachusetts class action lawsuit.

You Do Have Rights

Just because you owe a debt does not mean that you have given up your legal rights, that is why the Fair Debt Collection Practices Act (FDCPA) was passed. The provisions of this act are designed to protect you, and you deserve that protection. 

A Massachusetts class action attorney is knowledgeable in the details of what constitutes fair debt collection practices as well as in illegal debt collection. He will assist you and others in determining if you have a debt collection class action lawsuit.

If you do find out that you are entitled to file a lawsuit, a Massachusetts class action attorney can help you do just that. 
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Understanding illegal debt collection tactics will allow you, the consumer, to know when you are eligible to file a class action case. Contact a Massachusetts class action attorney at Phillips & Garcia, P.C. 877-892-5620 to file a debt collection class action lawsuit.
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Illegal debt collection practices often occur in the sending of correspondence and the communicating of debt collection attempts to those who have no need to receive the information. Fair debt collection practices cannot be ignored simply because different methods of communication between the debt collection agency and the consumer are utilized.

Illegal Debt Collection Practices

· Sending correspondence which can lead the person owing the debt to believe that the debt has actually been turned over to an attorney. In order for an attorney to take charge of a debt, he must first follow certain steps. In illegal debt collection practices, this is often not the case. 

If you believe that you are receiving “mass mailings” as they are sometimes referred to, you can ask a Massachusetts class action attorney to review the letters, and advise you if this is indeed the case, and if you may have grounds for a debt collection class action lawsuit.

· Talking to unauthorized persons about your debt situation. You probably have not had a reason to share your debt situation with co-workers, employer, or even other family members. A debt collection agency can’t either. There are only certain persons or entities with which that information can be shared. 

This is a particularly serious violation against fair debt collection practices, and one that can certainly provide grounds for a possible debt collection class action lawsuit.

· Telling you there is less time to respond to a debt collection notice than there actually is, or failing to include it in the official notification letter. You have thirty days from receiving your first notification in which to respond. If you are told otherwise, or if the debt collection agency does not mention that time frame anywhere in the correspondence at all, then that is an illegal debt collection tactic. 

· Not including the purpose of the correspondence that an attempt to collect a debt is being made. That statement, or a clear version thereof, as well as notice that any information they receive will be used for that reason, must be somewhere in the correspondence.
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